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Dear Mr. Caton:

The purpose of this letter is to clarify that US WEST's Comparably Efficient
Interconnection Plan for Payphone Services (Plan) will require that US WEST
Public Services (USWPS) take the same indirect access to operation support
system (OSS) services that will be provided by U S WEST (USW) to
Independent Payphone Providers (IPPs). However, because it will require
approximately three months to expand the indirect access capabilities to
accommodate USWPS, USW respectfully requests that its Plan be approved by
the original target date of April 15, 1997 with the condition that USWPS's
access to OSS services will be the same as that of IPPs not later than July 1, 1997.

By way of background, USW developed its Plan in good faith with an
understanding that comparable access by USWPS and IPPs to those OSS
services identified in the Open Network Architecture/Computer Inquiry III
(ONA/CI-III) orders1 would satisfy Comparably Efficient Interconnection (CEI)
requirements of the FCC's Payphone Orders? To this end, USW has
developed, at some expense, new electronic indirect access to OSS services for
use by competing IPPs that is comparable to the direct access utilized by
USWPS. This indirect access capability will be available for use by IPPs by
April 15, 1997, the date by which USW hopes its Plan is approved. US WEST
recently learned that its understanding of the CEI requirements for access to
ass services was not correct. Early last week USW was directed by the FCC
staff to a reference in the ONA/CI-III orders that provided additional guidance

1 Filing and Review ofQpen Network Architecture Plans, 5 FCC rcd 3084 (1990)( BOC QNA
Reconsideration Order), para. 26.
2 Implementation of the Pay Telephone Reclassification and Compensation Provisions of the
Telecommunications Act of 1996, CC Docket No. 96·128, Re.port and Order released September 20, 1996,
Order on Reconsideration, released November 8, 1996.
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in this regard.3 As a consequence, USW now understands that, to be consistent
with this reference, at this time USWPS and IPPs must take the same access to
ass services rather than comparable access as originally planned by USW. To
meet this requirement, USWPS access to ass services will be moved to the
indirect access that was developed for IPP use. This move will be accomplished
as soon as the capability to process USWPS requests can be added to the indirect
access. Since USWPS specifications were not included in the original indirect
access development effort, it will take approximately three months to make the
necessary modifications that will enable the indirect access arrangement to
accommodate USWPS. As soon as the necessary modifications to the indirect
access are complete, and no later than July 1, 1997, USWPS will be moved to
the indirect access arrangement.

Since the changes that would enable USWPS to use the indirect access
arrangement cannot be made by April 15, 1997, to avoid delay of approval of its
Plan USW respectfully requests conditional approval of its Plan by April 15, 1997.
Under this conditional approval, until the indirect access is modified, USW will
apply all other safeguards described in its Plan to assure nondiscrimination.
These safeguards will ensure that no parties will be harmed during this short
period by the conditional grant of USW's Plan.

Also at this time, USW wishes to make a minor correction to Exhibit B of its
Plan. At the beginning of Exhibit B there is a section titled Tariff/Price
List/Catalog References for Basic Services and Features. Page two of this
section erroneously includes South Dakota (SD) and Wyoming (WY) in the list
of states where Answer Supervision - Line Side is tariffed by USW. Attached
to this letter is a new version of that page which corrects this error by excluding
SD and WY from that list. Please replace the previous version of the above
mentioned page with the version that is attached to this letter.

In accordance with Commission Rule 1.1206(a)(l), two copies of this letter are
being filed with you for inclusion in the public record.

Please call if you have questions.

Sincerely,

~j)2
Attachment
cc: Mr. Michael Pryor

3 5 FCC red 3108, para. 43 (1990) BOC ONA Amendment Order.
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